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In the event of a weather-related or other emergen-
cy, the Prince Edward County Public School officials 
do their best to make timely decisions regarding clos-
ings, delayed openings, or early dismissals. Parents 
will receive Instant Alert messages. 

Decisions about closings and delayed openings are 
made by 5:30 a.m. on the day of the event.  Decisions 
on early dismissals are ideally made no later than 11:00 
a.m. on the day of the event.  If schools are closed for 
the entire day, or if they close early, the administration 
will determine whether extra-curricular activities will 
be held.  

Parents may check the school division web site at 
www.pecps.k12.va.us or call the school announce-
ment hotline at 315-2101. In addition, several radio 
and televisions stations are notified of cancellations, 
early dismissals, or delayed openings.  They include 
the following:

Inclement weather procedure

WFLO  95.7
WCVE 88.9
WBBC 93.5
WXJK 101.3
WRQV/WRLX  94.5
WVHL 92.9 
WRVA  AM 1140

When it snows . . .

WVTF 89.1
WPAK  AM 1490
Cable TV - Channel 2
WTVR - Channel 6
WRIC - Channel 8
WWBT - Channel 12
WSET - Channel 13

Thirty-five PECHS stu-
dents were introduced to 
the world of show business 
when they performed as 
extras in a video filmed at 
the R.R. Moton Museum in 
September. Obsidian Pro-
ductions, a company asso-
ciated with actor Tim Reid 
(WKRP in Cincinnati and 
Sister Sister), filmed the 
video, which will be shown 
to future museum visitors. 
Reid directed the film.

The “call time” was for 
10:45 a.m., and a long day 
ensued, ending at 9:00 p.m.  
Upon arrival, students were 
escorted to wardrobe, hair, 
and makeup. Even though 
they had been told what to 
wear during an earlier cast-
ing call at the high school, 
most of them had to dress 
in more authentic attire.  

As junior Tia Sydnor 
said, “The outfits had to be 
just right. The clothes defi-

nitely made me feel ‘old 
school.’”

The video focuses on 
one moment, namely the 
unauthorized student as-
sembly led by Barbara 
Johns at Moton in 1951. 
The role of Barbara Johns 
was played by an actress 
from Richmond.  Several 
of the PECHS actors had 
small speaking roles.  One 
of the teachers was por-
trayed by Mrs. Rita Mose-
ley, now a secretary in the 
high school office, who 
was a student during the 
time of the walk-out.    

One of the most difficult 
aspects of the day of film-
ing, along with the end-
less takes, was having to 
be quiet all the time, due 
to the extreme sensitiv-
ity of the sound record-
ing equipment. Students 
were amazed at the array 
of lights, which served to 
overheat the small Moton 
auditorium.  Students spent 
more than two hours act-

ing in the assembly scene, 
which will be a major part 
of the 15-minute museum 
video.

Darius Ford, a PECHS 
junior, said that being an 
extra was a great experi-
ence. “I felt like I was part 
of history,” he said.  

Tia Sydnor agreed.  “It 
felt like I was helping 
the movement to unfold. 
I finally got to see, first-
person, how people had it 
back then.”  

Fellow junior Shadae 
Childress said that she had 
always heard the stories 
from relatives, but it all 
hit home when she “had 
the chance to walk in their 
shoes for a day.”

At the end of the day, 
students went home with 
at least $75 in their pock-
ets for their work as extras. 
The dual experiences of 
witnessing the workings of 
show business and being a 
living part of history were 
truly priceless.

Moton revisited
Stepping back  Current Prince Edward students Jordan Bynum (front right with notebook) 
and Christopher Jackson (left at back) play 1951 Moton students.

Advanced Placement 
program expands

In its second year, the 
Prince Edward county High 
School Advanced Place-
ment program, funded by a 
Virginia Advanced Studies 
Strategies grant, has 118 
students enrolled, nearly 
twice last year’s enroll-
ment. AP courses are of-
fered in seven subjects, in-
cluding biology, chemistry, 
calculus, statistics, English 
literature, English language 
and composition, and U.S. 
history, with AP testing 
also available in Spanish 
language.

Last year’s AP students 
received $100 incentive 
checks through the grant  

for each grade of 3, 4, or 5 
they earned on the end-of-
course AP tests. The incen-
tive program continues this 
year.

Mr. Paul Nichols and 
Dr. Patricia Watkins, repre-
senting VASS and PECPS, 
presented Prince Edward’s 
efforts to increase minority  
participation and success in 
AP courses to a national au-
dience at a College Board 
conference held in Los An-
geles in May.

Those efforts include 
weekly tutoring for all stu-
dents taking AP subjects. 
Lead teacher for AP is Mrs. 
Sarah Fulcher. by Ms. Deborah Rush 

PECHS English Teacher
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“You cannot possibly 
know where you’re go-
ing until you know where 
you’ve been,” Attorney 
Megan Clark told the audi-
ence in the high school au-
ditorium, as the school di-
vision commemorated the 
fiftieth anniversary of the 
1959 closing of the coun-
ty’s public schools and cel-
ebrated the system’s prog-
ress since then. Ms. Clark, 
a 2001 graduate of PECHS, 
was joined by a panel of 
graduates from each de-
cade from the 1950s to the 
21st century.

Returning to reflect 
on what Prince Edward’s 
schools had given to them 

“Looking Back, 
Moving Forward”

1959-2009

and to give advice to cur-
rent students were, in ad-
dition to Ms. Clark, Mr. 
James A. Epps, R. R. Mo-
ton High School Class of 
1957; the Rev. Everett R. 
Berryman Jr., R. R. Moton 
High School Class of 1967; 
Mrs. Angeles Christian, 
PECHS Class of 1973; 
Mr. Eric Vaughan, PECHS 
Class of 1988; and Mr. Ed-
gar D. Jones, PECHS Class 
of 1999.

Students from the el-
ementary school, middle 
school and high school 
participated in art and es-
say contests based on the 
event’s theme, “Looking 
Back, Moving Forward.”

Art contest winners. Front row: Emilee Cline, middle school sec-
ond place; Omarion Allen, elementary school second place; Alison 
Bryant, elementary school honorable mention Back row: Morgan 
Dixon, high school first place; Claire Utzinger, middle school first 
place; Katelyn McAbee, elementary school first place. Not pictured 
are Tylic Vaughan, high school second place, Willie Hartwill, high 
school honorable mention, and Jesse Coyle, middle school honor-
able mention.

Essay contest winners. Calla Bowles, high school honorable men-
tion.; Jesseca White, high school first place; Jasmin Vaughan, high 
school second place; Liam Burke, middle school first place; and 
Sarah Dunning, middle school honorable mention. Middle school 
second place winner was John Copeland.

Students in Mr. Gerald 
Roach’s Computer Infor-
mation Systems and Key-
boarding classes candidly 
discussed cyberbullying. 

PECHS senior Emily 
Stringfellow feels it is im-
portant to have open dia-
logue, because people need 
to be aware of dangers that 
the internet presents. 

“Computers are a big 
part of our lives, and peo-
ple don’t often stop to think 
about the consequences of 
their actions online,” Em-
ily said. 

Web 2.0 interactive tech-
nologies provide numerous 
venues for social commu-
nications among students. 
Though we would like to 
think all student commu-
nications are positive in 
nature, research and news 
reports tell another story; 

cyberbullying offenses are 
on the rise. 

Repeated  harassment, 
humiliation, embarrass-
ment, insulting, or intimida-
tion by another teen through 
Web 2.0 or other technolo-
gies is defined as cyber-
bullying.  Bullies use cell 
phones, instant messaging, 
email, social networking 
pages, chat rooms, blogs, 
and websites to torment 
their victims. Cyberbullies 
can be children, preteens or 
teenagers, who know each 
other from school, church, 
clubs, teams, or from the 
neighborhood. 

Bullies in cyberspace 
intentionally inflict harm 
on their victims by spread-
ing hurtful rumors, teas-
ing, blocking emails, and 
making threats. Students 
who are bullied may be af-
fected emotionally. There 
are documented cases of 
victims resorting to suicide 

as a result of repeated bul-
lying. In response to these 
tragedies, many states have 
enacted cyberbulling legis-
lation, making some forms 
of bullying criminal acts 
that may carry jail time and 
fines.   

The Commonwealth of 
Virginia requires public 
schools to integrate Internet 
Safety education into the 
curriculum.  Instructional 
Technology Resource 
Teachers provide resources 
to teachers and assist in de-
veloping lessons integrat-
ing this important topic.

Junior Shanequa Hill ad-
vises students to pay close 
attention to the aggressive 
behaviors of peers and tell 
adults about any communi-
cations that bother you. 

“If you are threatened, 
contact the local police de-
partment or the school’s re-
source officer,” Shanequa 
said.

www.stopcyberbullying.org/teens/are_you_a_cyberbully.html

Tackling cyberbullies
by Ms. Mary Beth Blessing 
Instructional Technology

Resource Teacher

The Prince Edward County High School drama team won its fifth consecutive district cham-
pionship, presenting Property Rites, by Alan Haehnel.  Members of the drama team are 
Geoff Archer, Calla Bowles, Becky Breckinridge, Jordan Bynum, Victoria Carter, Carter 
Chassey, Phil Cunningham, Maurice Davis-Taylor, Kaliena Dimaano, Jae Edwards, Zach 
Fenton, Erin Gansert, Waldell Goode, Deborah Gur, Thomas Guy, Amber Harvin, Nicole 
Hayes, Shayna King, Alicia Moseley, Preston Paul, Zach Ranson, Katisha Sargeant, Laura 
Sawyer, and Taylor Southall.  The drama team coach is Ms. Deborah Rush.

In the spotlight
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The Prince Edward County School Board honored seniors who earned a GPA of 3.0 or better through the end of their junior year by awarding them 
academic letter jackets. The jackets were awarded at a banquet Tuesday, Dec. 8. Front row:  Chelsea Morris, Courtney Garrett, Laura Sawyer, Russell 
Lee, Zach Ranson, Apryl Allen, Chareshia Swann, JaNae Emerson, Givhonor Copeland, Cassie Bass, Melanie Faircloth, Amanda Jones, Mariah Monk, 
Deborah Gur, Quadarra Walker, Lisa McIlvain, Abigail Bowman, Jessica Watson, and Michael Johnson. Second row:  Drake Shumaker, Diamante Bayne, 
Jason Paris, Thomas Rundstrom, James Dinsmore, Clint Thackston, JaQuan Scott, Bradley Lowe, Kyle Aubin, Bianca Watson, and Andrew Moore. Back 
row:  Amanda Favret, Nitra Eastby, Jennifer Carter, Nicholas Ravagli, Taylor Southall, Crista Hurt, Emily Stringfellow, Brenda Richards, Taylor Newton, 
Alice Frye, Katisha Sargeant, Danielle Dejarnette, Chenoa Glenn, Matthew Walker, Rakendra Logan, Jolanda Able, Phillip Cunningham, Jordan LaMon, 
Matthew Covington, Wendy Cheng, Jamar Simmons, Casey Burns, Jessica Robinson, Lydia Bass, Normand Adams, Aundrea Hicks, Amanda Neese, 
Chelsea Parent, Mary Nunnally, Tyler Bohns, and Ben Simmons. Not pictured are Jordan Bynum, Shavonta Edmond, Jou Gray, Charese Jones, James 
Jones, Wesley Lipscomb, Adriane McKay and Robert Williams. Entertainment was provided by the PECHS jazz band, under the direction of Mr. Karl Willke. 
Seniors Kyle Aubin and Cara Reinke presented a slide show of the honorees’ senior and baby pictures.

PECHS senior honor students earn academic jackets

I truly enjoy the chal-
lenges and rewards of my 
profession.  I am grateful 
to be able to work with 
the supportive adminis-
trators, dedicated faculty, 
and hard-working staff 
at Prince Edward County 
Middle School.  There are 
so many teachers in our 
district worthy of receiving 
the “Teacher of the Year” 
award.  To me, the greatest 
honor was being nominated 
by my peers.  Having their 
respect means so much. 

As Teacher of the Year, 
I didn’t expect to be asked 
so many questions, such 
as:  Why do you teach?  
What do you teach?  What 
are your goals?  What is 
the best part about being a 
teacher?  Some of these are 
difficult to answer on the 

spot – now I know how stu-
dents sometimes feel!  The 
following is my attempt to 
address some of the ques-
tions I have recently been 
asked.

It is commonplace when 
talking about education to 
emphasize the importance 
of creating a better tomor-
row for children.  While 
the future is important, one 
cannot get there without fo-
cusing on today.  

Being a fluent reader is 
crucial to a student’s life in 
and out of the classroom.  
As a teacher of students in 
a remedial reading class, I 
work with students who are 
one to two grade levels be-
hind their peers in decoding 
and comprehension skills.  
The learning that occurs 
in my classroom is intense 
and particularly urgent be-
cause without the ability to 

read, a student struggles to 
fully realize their potential 
in all disciplines.  It is my 
goal to help students learn 
how to read better today, in 
order for them to make im-
mediate improvements in 
their daily lives.

Helping students recog-
nize their potential allows 
them to achieve things that 
they may not have realized 
were attainable.  Because 
I expect great things from 
them, I see great results.  
Students who have felt 
uncomfortable reading in 
front of a large group begin 
to volunteer to read aloud.  
Students who started out 
saying that they couldn’t 
figure things out on their 
own begin to say, “No, 
don’t tell me; I can get this 
by myself.”  Students who 
struggled in passing their 
English SOLs say, “I final-

ly made it!”  Students who 
had not gone a week with-
out a referral appear less 
frequently on the discipline 
list.  Small daily improve-
ments make tremendous 
impacts, both personally 
and academically.

My greatest reward in 
teaching is watching labels 
shatter.  When students no 
longer feel that they are 
“slow” or “disruptive” or 
“unfocused,” and when they 
have the knowledge and 
skills to prove it, I feel that 
I have accomplished my 
goal as an educator.  Each 
accomplishment earned 
makes their lives and the 
lives of those around them 
better.  Success they taste 
today makes them hun-
ger for more tomorrow.  I 
am proud to have played a 
small role in helping them 
on their paths to success.

Jennifer Holladay has taught 
in the Prince Edward Middle 
School English Department 
for three years.  Prior to her 
work at PECMS, Ms. Hol-
laday taught in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, where she also 
earned her bachelor’s degree 
at Marquette University and 
her master’s degree at Alver-
no College.

by Ms. Jennifer Holladay
PECMS

Thoughts from PEC’s Teacher of the Year
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PECHS senior Bradley 
Lowe, who 
placed 18th na-
tionally in elec-
tronics technol-
ogy in the Skills 
USA competition.

Student volunteers from 
the middle school and high 
school who spent part of 
their summer vacation 
volunteering at Southside 
Community Hospital,  run-
ning errands, delivering 
mail and working in of-
fices. Among the students 
were Neosha Bolden, Calla 
Bowles, Kimberly Cren-
shaw, Siani Cooper, Syeda 
Cooper, Dashawn Ford, 
Tiara Haskins, Erica Hurt, 
Dante Moseley, Tiarra Mo-
seley, Brittnee Shantz, Cait-
lyn Shantz, Jesseca White, 
and Rebecca Zeledon.

PECHS senior Abby 
Bowman, who 
has been named 
a National Merit 
Scholarship 
semi-finalist.

Congratulations to:

The AVID program at 
Prince Edward County 
Middle School is off to a 
great start! The AVID elec-
tive, currently offered to 
students in grades seven 
and eight, helps prepare 
them for four-year college 
eligibility. 

The program targets 
students in the academic 
middle who have the de-
sire to go to college and the 
motivation to work hard. 
These students are enrolled 
in their school’s most 
academically challeng-
ing classes and utilize the 
AVID elective to receive 
the needed support for their 
academic success. 

In their AVID classes, 

students learn organiza-
tional skills, study skills, 
inquiry skills, and research-
based reading and writing 
strategies. The AVID stu-
dents also have the oppor-
tunity to interact with col-
lege tutors and participate 
in enrichment and motiva-
tional activities. 

A typical week in the 
AVID class consists of two 
curriculum days, two tuto-
rial days, and one day of 
motivational team build-
ing activities. On the cur-
riculum days, students fo-
cus on activities and skills 
from the AVID curriculum, 
which is based on rigorous 
standards and was devel-
oped by middle and high 
school teachers in collabo-
ration with college profes-
sors. The AVID curriculum 

is called WICR and uses 
writing as a tool of learn-
ing, the inquiry method for 
critical thinking, collabora-
tive grouping, and academ-
ic reading.

The AVID tutorials are 
a major aspect of the pro-
gram’s success. Students 
spend approximately half 
of their class time in peer 
tutorial sessions, which 
help to improve academic 
success across all content 
areas. Local college stu-
dents come in to manage 
the tutorial sessions and 
provide expertise and aca-
demic support to the AVID 
students. The peer tutorials 
provide academic support 
and promote higher levels 
of confidence for the stu-
dents. 

This is the second year 

by Mrs. Helen Montgomery
PECMS AVID Teacher

AVID has been offered at 
PECMS, and the program 
has proven to be benefi-
cial. Several components 
of the AVID program are 
also being utilized by other 
academic teachers across 
the content areas. Some 
content area teachers have 
incorporated Cornell Notes 
and Costa’s Levels of In-
quiry into their teaching 
repertoire. 

Teachers of AVID stu-
dents are also “AVID-
Friendly” and have made 
adjustments to accommo-
date the requirements of 
the AVID program. The 
AVID program is progress-
ing well and the students 
are achieving academic and 
social success. We can now 
say that PECMS has truly 
been “AVID-TIZED.”

In its second year at Middle School,
AVID sharpens academic skills
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Prince Edward County Elementary School fourth graders Anthony Cabautan and Kyle 
Walker get comfortable with a book on the floor of the PECES library Dec. 10, for the 
school’s Accelerated Reader event. More than 100 students brought their sleeping bags 
and pillows and settled down to read. They earned points toward sashes and awards and 
enjoyed snacks while they read. Many parents joined their children for a story, some of them 
even in loungewear for the occasion. AR coordinator is Mindy Morris.

Pajama party, with books

New PECES adminis-
trators:  Ms. Beatrice L. 
White, Assistant Principal, 
and Mrs. Gwendolyn Mc-
Quaige-Hicks, Administra-
tive Assistant. 

Ms. White is a native of 
Prince Edward County and 
former employee of our 
school system, serving as a 
Special Education teacher, 
boys’ high school tennis 
coach and Administrative 
Director of Special Educa-
tion.  Ms. White received 
her B.S. from Virginia State 
University, her Master’s of 
Education from Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
and certification in Educa-
tional Administration from 
Longwood University.  

Mrs. McQuaige-Hicks is 
a native of Fluvanna Coun-
ty. She has taught English 
at Prince Edward County 
High School since 2003. 
She received her B.A. in 
English from Longwood 
University, her Masters in 

Education from Central 
Michigan University and 
her Educational Leader-
ship training from the Uni-
versity of Virginia. Mrs. 
McQuaige-Hicks and her 
husband currently live in 
Burkeville. 
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